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Rear-Admiral George Cockburn, in the Chesapeake
and Delaware bays. Apparently it had not oc-
curred to the people of the seaboard that the war
might make life unpleasant for them, and they had
undertaken no measures of defense. Unmolested,
Cockburn cruised up Cheapeake Bay to the mouth
of the Susquehanna in the spring of 1813 and estab-
lished a pleasant camp on an island from which
five hundred sailors and marines harried the coun-
try at their pleasure, looting and burning such
prosperous little towns as Havre de Grace and Fred-
ericktown. The men of Maryland and Virginia
proceeded to hide their chattels and to move their
families inland. Panic took hold of these proud
and powerful commonwealths. Cockburn had no
scruples about setting the torch to private houses,
"to cause the proprietors who had deserted them
and formed part of the militia which had fled to
the woods to understand and feel what they were
liable to bring upon themselves by building forts
and acting toward us with so much useless ran-
cor." Though Cockburn was an officer of the
British navy, he was also an unmitigated ruffian
in his behavior toward non-combatants, and his
own countrymen could not regard his career with
satisfaction.